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(3) CBLs. (i) CBLs may be specified
for red king crab and Tanner crab spe-
cies for any registration area or dis-
trict.

(ii) Except as provided under para-
graph (a)(3)(iii) of this section, annual
CBLs will be based on the biological
condition of each crab species, histori-
cal bycatch rates in the scallop fishery,
and other socioeconomic consider-
ations that are consistent with the
goals and objectives of the FMP.

(iii) Annual CBLs in Registration
Area Q will equal the following
amounts:

(A) The CBL for red king crab caught
while conducting any fishery for scal-
lops will be specified within the range
of 500 to 3,000 crab based on the consid-
erations listed in paragraph (a)(3)(ii) of
this section.

(B) The CBL for Chionoecetes opilio
Tanner crab caught while conducting
any fishery for scallops is 0.003176 per-
cent of the best available estimate of
C. opilio abundance in Registration
Area Q.

(C) The CBL for C. bairdi Tanner crab
caught while conducting any fishery
for scallops is 0.13542 percent of the
best available estimate of C. bairdi
abundance in Registration Area Q.

(iv) Annual CBLs will be specified for
the 12-month time period from July 1
through June 30 of the following year.
An annual CBL may be utilized only
for the registration area or district
specified, only if any applicable TAC
amount is available for harvest, only
during the applicable season set out in
§679.64, and only if no closure or other
limitation or restriction is applicable.

(b) Specifications. The following pro-
cedure is established for specifying
TAC amounts and CBLs:

(1) On an annual basis, prior to the
April Council meeting, the Council will
distribute a summary of the State’s
most recent TAC and CBL rec-
ommendations and supporting docu-
mentation to the public through its
mailing list, as well as provide copies
of the recommendations, documenta-
tion, and the annual SAFE report to
the public upon request. The Council
will notify the public of its intent to
develop final recommendations at the
April Council meeting and solicit pub-

§679.63

lic comment both before and during the
April Council meeting.

(2) Following the April Council meet-
ing, the Council will submit its TAC
and CBL recommendations along with
rationale and supporting information
to NMFS for review and implementa-
tion.

(3) As soon as practicable after re-
ceiving recommendations from the
Council, NMFS will publish in the FED-
ERAL REGISTER annual specifications of
TAC amounts and CBLs for the suc-
ceeding 12-month period extending
from July 1 through June 30 of the fol-
lowing year.

(c) Closures. (1) If the Administrator,
Alaska Region, NMFS, determines that
a TAC or CBL specified under para-
graphs (a) and (b) of this section has
been or will be reached, NMFS will
publish notification in the FEDERAL
REGISTER prohibiting the taking and
retention of scallops in the Federal wa-
ters of the registration area or district
where the notification is applicable.

(2) It is unlawful for any person to
conduct any fishing for scallops con-
trary to the notification of closure is-
sued pursuant to this paragraph.

(d) Closed areas. It is unlawful for any
person to dredge for scallops in any
Federal waters off Alaska that are
closed to fishing with trawl gear or
non-pelagic trawl gear under
§679.22(a)(D)(), @)D, @A), (),
(@(6), (7). (2)(9), and (b).

[61 FR 31230, June 19, 1996, as amended at 61
FR 65989, Dec. 16, 1996]

8§679.63 Inseason adjustments.

(a) Inseason adjustments may be is-
sued by NMFS to implement the clo-
sure, extension, opening, or reopening
of a season in all or part of a scallop
registration area; and the adjustment
of TAC amounts or CBLs.

(b) Determinations for any inseason
adjustment authorized under para-
graph (a) of this section must be con-
sistent with §679.25(a)(2).

(c) Procedures for making inseason
adjustments are specified at §679.25(c).

(d) It is unlawful for any person to
conduct any fishing for scallops con-
trary to an inseason adjustment issued
pursuant to this section.
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